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Our Time Now

Iba United Methodist Church pre-dates the Civil War and is the oldest

church in Elba. Our church has been an active agent for faith in this
community since the early 1850s and before. The present location of the
church at the corner of Davis and Claxton Streets was purchased in 1909, and
the church opened on February 12, 1911. Our church’s beautiful stained glass
windows are dedicated in memory of the Civil War dead. Our fellowship hall,
an asset to the entire city used as a site for community events such as receptions
and Boy and Girl Scout activities, was built in 1964.

Elba UMC has survived two recent floods, one in 1990 and the other in
1998, when the Pea River broke the levee. The present levee was built to prevent
any future floods. Our church made a complete recovery due to the faith and
hard work of its members and the generous support of individuals, churches and
the Annual Conference. Now we are prepared to move into the future as we act
on our dreams.

What do we need?

For several years Elba UMC has hoped to add a building on to the
sanctuary. We need new restrooms, more space for the music ministry, Sunday
school classrooms, a nursery and administrative space. We believe this is the
time to pursue the dream as Elba begins to grow.

An important factor in our desire to expand is the building of the
Highway 84 by-pass and the prospect of a new shopping center positioning
our community for tremendous growth. The recent economic surge has been
enhanced by new start-ups and established businesses. This will bring new
families to Elba and faithfully sustain our economic future. As Elba grows,
so will Elba UMC.






